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June –General Meeting – Thursday 4 June 2020
Don’t forget to come along to the Annual General Meeting and support the club – details as follows:
• MG Car Club rooms
Unit 53 & 54
Eastern Business Centre
41-49 Norcal Road
Nunawading
• Meeting: 8:00pm
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A Word or Two
Before the crisis we currently find ourselves facing, several of our
group have spoken to me about a possible change of their
marshalling duties. Did they want to be a communicator or
perhaps follow a totally different path and accept more
responsibility as a sector marshal?
To answer these marshals' queries, I thought this is a good time to take a look at some of the
options available:
Communicators
It may look easy to stand at a post all day listening to what is going on at other points around the
circuit. That in itself is fine until an incident occurs in your sector. Clear, concise and accurate
information must be relayed to race control, first time. It is necessary that these details will
include a full description of the incident and the circumstances leading up to it. That's the hard bit.
Naturally all verbal communication should be followed up by a detailed written report. So, a lot of
responsibility rests on the shoulders of a communicator.
Sector Marshals
This facet of marshalling is one where the expectations of a person are at their highest. Many
years of trackside experience need to be gained before this role can be fulfilled. The sector
marshal is the 'manager' of all things in his or her section of the track. Dealing with racing
incidents, however serious, requires clear and concise decisions, accurate information,
requirements and recommendations. As alluded to in this paragraph, the role of the sector
marshal must also incorporate managing the people at your post, as well as yourself and the
incidents. Additional personal attributes include understanding of rules, regulations and trackside
protocols, safety awareness, tact and strength of character all of which would necessitate a high
level of negotiation and conflict resolution skills. A level of physical fitness allowing the ability to
be standing/on your feet for extended periods of time would also be expected.
As the Victorian Flagmarshalling Team Inc we primarily fulfil the role of flagmarshals but are
frequently asked to act as communicators and be jack of all trades in certain circumstances.
Whilst there has been no activity trackside, the Committee has been active in other areas: namely
our trailer which has undergone major refurbishing to further enhance our presence at race
tracks; and the establishing of a new website, which will keep members better informed of club
activities. A lot of work has also been done in archiving historical documentation from the
inception of the club up until now.
The light at the end of the tunnel is perhaps starting to shine a little brighter, and hopefully we can
get back to marshalling once again before too long. It is my hope that you and your families stay
safe and well in these trying times.
Kind regards to you all
Roger Chirnside
President
Victorian Flagmarshalling Team, Inc.
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Flag One Reporting
Hi all
Welcome to another Chief's report. Sorry for missing the last
magazine due to a foot problem which needed to be operated on
to sort it out. I had two stays in hospital, at the Austin Health,
where they looked after me with great care. From me, I say a big
thank you to all the staff out there - a great team.
Thanks to our members who gave me some great support whilst I was in hospital. I had a few
down days, however I am one of the lucky ones. There were people far worse in there with a
lot more problems than I had, so thanks from me and my family for the support.
What a crazy start to the year - some races, then a lockdown. Things to do now are to do jobs
around the house and check the race bag because when the racing starts again we will all
need to be ready to go ASAP! I know there is a lot of work going on behind the scenes to be
ready to go when the green light is given. I know we do not like being told by the Government
what to do but if we all do the right thing, the sooner we can go back racing as soon as we
can.
The AGM has come and gone and I would like to congratulate all of our award winners on the
night. All are well deserved - and for that other award I thank you for this very prestigious
award. Yes - for one of the very few times in my life, I was shocked and speechless. I thank the
Committee for the award and all the best wishes from all of you guys at the meeting. The
thing I will take from the AGM is the standing ovation that you gave me. I thank you so much.
It meant a lot to me and is something that I won't forget for a long time.
The Committee during this down time is still working behind the scenes to keep the club
moving in these uncertain times - the trailer with all new decals and the website are
underway and some work on the BFR gear is going on as we speak.
In these times if you want a chat, my phone is on and you all know the number.
Until next time.
William Gaff
Chief Flagmarshal
Life Member - (very proud)
chief@vicflag.org.au
0418 127 835
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Vice President Report
Hi everyone, I suppose most of you are already well and truly over this selfisolation stuff and ready to either go back to work or look forward to a holiday
outside the house. It may be still some time until any of us can consider things
back to normal so I guess we all must make the best of our time. During this
time, the committee has been working hard behind the scenes to ensure we
will be fully ready for the season ahead whether it be long or short for 2020.
Whilst we were able to hold Zoom Committee
Meetings, it has been up to each of the committee to
do their thing as individuals but in consultation with
all, due to the social distancing laws.
In doing so, one of the many tasks that we had
deemed to be of importance was to take this down
time opportunity to get the club trailer fully serviced
and repainted. I am sure you will agree that many
years of harsh weather and many kilometres on the
road has taken its toll on the paint work as well as the
sponsors and club artwork. So back in Feb we stripped
the trailer of its well-worn stickers and prepped it for
painting, and so it goes.

Our Club Trailer was looking poor with the paint starting
to powder and the stickers peeling and missing, so
straight after the Phillip Island Classic preparation
commenced
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New wheel bearings and a smart looking oven baked paint Job, we
are now all set for the transition to a new look.

And here we are,
all finished, a job
well done!

Our special thanks go out to Leigh Burke of Burkes Bodyworks for the great paint job, repairs and generosity in
donating the new wheel bearings, lights and electrical wiring, and also to Matt and his Team at Motosign, for
their perseverance and great work on the signage.
I hope to see you all trackside soon and that in the meantime you and your families are all keeping safe, well and
in good spirit.
Mark Thompson – Vice President
0409 342 341
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Assistant Chief Report
Hi all,
Well, I am now truly bored and missing motorsport and cannot
wait to be able to get back trackside again, as I am sure most of
you are.
One thing that is concerning me though, is reports from Supercars that they are looking into
mid-week twilight meetings. The concept may seem great for Supercars and TV (Foxtel), but I
think it would be extremely difficult for us volunteer officials to be involved. I'm not sure how
anybody else feels about it but I take off enough annual leave as it is to attend Supercars
meetings and, if it was put upon us to do it, I would probably have to turn it down. I heard
that one of the issues was not competing with the AFL and NRL for airtime. I wonder what the
difference is now from previous years when you had every game of AFL and NRL as well as a
Supercars round on a weekend with no problems. I hope that when we do get back racing that
weekend formats are the way it happens.
With all this going on, who knows what our calendar is going to look like when we do go back
racing, but I suspect it will be a very busy time for us. So, I will start by putting the call out o all
our members, especially our members who don't come out trackside very often, to be
prepared to help our club out. Even if it's only one day you can give us for a meeting, it would
be very much appreciated.
On the Merch side of things, we have placed an order for more polo shirts to top up our stock.
We were out of Large and Extra Large and getting low on other sizes. They should be here in
the next two months and ready for when we hopefully are back racing. So, if you are looking
to freshen up your polo or looking to add another to your wardrobe, let me know.
All the Best
Jason Carroll
Assistant Chief Flagmarshal

From the Editor
Many thanks to all contributors. Hopefully some of the extra items included in
the last couple of mags have kept members interested/amused. Despite
cancellations of many meetings, events and services due to COVID-19/
coronavirus, the VFT magazine is one item that will stay in production, provided
the printing company is able to keep working!
Please note articles for the July edition are due 24th June - magazine@vicflag.org.au - Joy Chirnside.
Photos in this magazine appear courtesy of the Butteriss family, Tim Oh, and Mark Thompson
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Training Matters
Greetings Team
I hope you are all keeping well during this isolation period. I hope
your families are all well. And I hope your friends are all well. It's a
time where we all need to pull together to get us through this. The
more people adhering to the rules, the quicker restrictions will be
lifted. It you have lost work, due to the role you have being affected, please remember to take
advantage of the system to help you get through it.
It's quite amazing to think of the scale of this pandemic and its impacts on economies globally. The
effect is trickling down to industries, and to sub-cultures within industries, like sport and motorsport.
From everyone involved: manufacturing; storage; distribution; transport; sponsors; teams; organisers
and fans like us. We're all affected. Remember it will be back once this is over. Some categories may
be thin for a while, as teams will have other priorities that may need taking care of first, but it will
bounce back. Hang in there.
As Training Officer, there has not been anything to report on this last month. Due to work
commitments and my role with the Health Department during this time, I have been very busy, and
have taken no further steps in the organisation of a training night. It is still on the cards and I'm looking
forward to helping deliver this event for you all, but under the circumstances it needs to be put on the
back burner. I hope that is ok with you all.
And now some BAD car puns/jokes:
What has ten letters and starts with PETROL?
Automobile
How is a golf ball different to a Holden?
You can drive a golf ball 300 metres!
Come on, one more. You've read this far, don't give up. No-one likes a quitter!
Confucius say: Man who runs behind car gets exhausted. And man who runs in front of car gets tired.
Best wishes to you and your families. Feel free to drop a text message to me or make a phone call or
email if you feel like a chat and you want to keep your finger in the VFT pie while we're in Hiatus.
"Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays
young."
--Henry Ford
Training Officer
ROCKY
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Grade 4/5 Report
Hi Everyone
How is everyone? Bored out of your mind yet? As it's pretty
obvious, there isn't anything to report from the track. But in
terms of keeping myself busy during this #stayathome time, I've
found quite a few different things to do, including colouring in
drawings of cars. If you're like me and 'follow' car/motorsport
teams on Facebook and Instagram, some of them have been posting drawings for you to
download and colour in. Otherwise there's been the i-racing and e-series to watch online.

But, to stay connected to our members, I have done a couple of things including sending an
email early on in the shutdown period to the Grade 4/5 members and quite a lot of you would
have received a Facebook message from myself just to do a welfare check, to which I got a lot
of very appreciative replies. A few of you would've got a phone call, purely because I know
some members don't use social media.
I hope everyone is doing ok. Stay safe and healthy. Hopefully we'll be able to return to the
track soon.
Cheers
Tim
Grade 4/5 Rep
PS Looking at the drawings in the electronic version of the magazine will do them more justice
than the hardcopy version! Apologies!
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Australian Official of the Year - 2019
VFT member Paul Overell

At the 2019 Motorsport Australia National Awards Gala Dinner held in February, taking out
the prestigious Australian Official of the Year was non other than Paul Overell, former
Queensland State Council Chairman, and also a member of the VFT.
An interstate member from Queensland, Paul has been involved with motorsport for over fifty
years across a range of roles: as a Flagmarshal; a Sector Marshal; Clerk of Course; Steward;
and Race Director as well as being a Chairman or member of various motorsport councils
including the Australian Officials Commission.
Congratulations Paul - a truly fitting reward for a highly respected ambassador of our sport!
(Note from Ed: Apologies Paul that this didn't appear in the March Magazine)

VFT News May 2020 11

Merchandise
2019-2020 Merchandise Officer – Jason Carroll

To order merchandising you can see Jason at the track or
Email: merchandise@vicflag.org.au or Mob: 0422 314 223
For overalls and jackets allow 4-6 weeks as these are not stock items.
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Fabulous Official - Wayne Butteriss

Wayne on receipt of his citation
and certificate

Wayne Butteriss has been awarded a Certificate of Recognition – “Outstanding Service as a
Motorsport Australia Volunteer Official” from Motorsport Australia, Australian Officials
Commission (AOC) and the Victorian State Officiating Panel (VSOP).
Mark Thompson, as Deputy Chair Victorian State Officiating Panel & AOC Commissioner was
given the honour of presenting this to Wayne, however in view of the current restrictions was
only able to leave it for Wayne to open and read.
Congratulations Wayne!
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GERMS
Humans and germs have been in battle for as long as we have been here. Until fairly recent times the germs
quite often won. With immunisation, antibiotics, aseptic surgical practices and isolation we have turned the
tide, and humans mostly win. But not always. An ounce of prevention is worth a ton of cure. Avoiding an
infection, by vaccination or aseptic surgery, is far nicer than acquiring an infection and then needing
antibiotics to try to get rid of it. Vaccines fall roughly into two kinds. Some contain bugs that have been
killed (influenza, Hep A and B) and some have bugs that are alive but weakened and attenuated (smallpox,
typhoid). I am always amused by people who say "I had a mild flu after the flu shot." Not possible! No one
ever says "I had my tetanus booster last week, then I was a bit twitchy and had mild lockjaw for a couple of
days, but I’m ok now."
Tetanus vaccine is unusual in that it does not make us immune to the bug, it makes us immune to the toxin
the bug produces. It’s only the toxin which is the bother, otherwise the infection is trivial. The causative bug
Clostridium tetani is found all over the place, it’s probably in everyone’s garden, but when was the last time
someone we know died of tetanus? The tetanus vaccine used back in the 30s was pretty rough compared
with what we get today, but it worked. During the Second World War, not one member of the Australian
armed services contracted tetanus. That’s a great outcome, considering the appalling conditions that
existed on battlegrounds.
During the Middle Ages a little germ called Yersinia pestis caused some problems. It caused what was called
Plague or the Black Death. It was passed on by the fleas of infected rats, and even today, the untreated
mortality is about 80%. Now that’s a germ! It probably killed more than 25 million people, and reduced the
population of Europe by about one third. The bug still exists on parts of Asia, Africa and the western US,
living in rodents and other little creatures. There is a vaccine, and because the bug is a bacterium, it does
respond to antibiotics, though still with a mortality of about 10%, so it’s best avoided!
Smallpox was a horrible disease with a mortality of round 30%. If you didn’t die you were left with
disfiguring pock marks and scars all over. During the late 1700s a clever chap Dr Edward Jenner noticed that
the prettiest girls in England were the cow maids, and he wondered why. There is even an old English folk
song where a man asks a cow maid “What is your fortune?” “My face is my fortune sir,” she said. Cow
maids were some of the few women in England at that time whose faces were not badly scarred by
smallpox. Dr Jenner worked out that acquiring cowpox, a relatively mild disease, gave protection against
smallpox as the viruses were closely related. Smallpox vaccine is modified attenuated cowpox, and the term
vaccination comes from the Latin word for cow. Smallpox no longer exists. There is no animal reservoir or
vector, so immunising everyone in endemic countries was able to eradicate the disease. The last soul to die
of smallpox was a medical photographer in England during 1978. It is felt she must have acquired it from a
nearby microbiology lab in the hospital where she worked. What rotten luck!
I feel a bit sorry for the Spanish. They did not invent Spanish influenza, no one knows where it came from.
At the end of WW1 censors played down the seriousness of the flu in most countries, but talked up how
badly it was affecting the Spanish population and their royal family. I guess it will always be known as
Spanish flu, and if Mr Trump gets his way Covid19 will always be known as the Chinese virus! Flu vaccine
had not been thought of back then, and the mortality of Spanish flu was probably 25 million or more.
Today we have flu vax. It’s not 100% effective like tetanus vaccine, but it’s pretty good, and a good $20s
worth.
When I graduated in 1975 HIV / Aids did not exist. When it arrived, it was a horrible disease with a mortality
of about 99.9%. No vaccine has ever been invented but the development of anti-viral antibiotics has been
so amazingly good that now anyone acquiring HIV can be kept quite well and should have a normal life
expectancy.
Now we have SARS Cov2 or Covid19. A nasty little critter, a Coronavirus relative of the common cold,
extremely infectious, with a mortality of about 1-3%. Many people, especially children, seem to run a very
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mild course. Some patients seem to hit the wall after a few days and become extremely ill. Some will need
intensive respiratory support and not all will survive. Covid19 sometimes attacks organs other than lungs,
apparently by provoking a severe inflammatory response, or a marked abnormal clotting disorder which
can compromise the body’s micro-circulation.
How do we make it through? So far, we have relied on two old fashioned methods, isolation and
quarantine, and it has been hugely effective. Our infection and mortality rates have been very low in
Australia. A great deal of work is being done on vaccines and antimicrobials. So far, vaccines against
coronaviruses have been hard to develop, and I wonder if antibiotics combined with ways of modifying the
inflammatory and clotting responses will be the answer in the long run.
I miss the sound of rattle guns in the morning! And I miss your smiling / scowling faces in the muster shed.
Let’s all follow the rules, keep our heads down, and hope to be trackside soon. The germs have managed a
strategic advance, but the battle is not over.
Paul Freeman.

Way back when:
Calder Park in the early days wonder where these girls are
now??

Calder again with Alan Jones in
a hurry in the background

Sandown Park in the early days - in
the cigarette advertising days!
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Grace changes things, …you’re going to love this
Quote: ‘I think everybody should get rich and famous and do everything they
have ever dreamed of, so they can see that it’s not the answer.’
Actor/comedian Jim Carrey

‘Amazing Grace’ is probably the most loved hymn of the last two
centuries. It is estimated to be performed 10 million times annually
and has appeared on over 11,000 albums. Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson and
Elvis are some of the many artists to record the song. Many speak of a personal story that made them
love and sing this song.
Ironically, this stirring song, closely associated with the African American community, was written by a
former slave trader, John Newton. It has now become a Broadway musical telling Newton’s life story
from his early days as a shameless opportunist in the British navy to his religious conversion and taking
up the abolitionist cause.
John Newton was born in 1725 in London to a puritan mother who died two weeks before his seventh
birthday, and a stern sea-captain father who took him to sea at age 11. After many voyages and a
reckless youth of drinking, Newton was impressed into the British navy. After attempting to desert, he
received eight dozen lashes and was reduced to the rank of common seaman serving on the Pegasus, a
slave ship.
During the voyage home, the ship was caught in a horrendous storm off the coast of Ireland and
almost sank. Newton prayed to God and the cargo miraculously shifted to fill a hole in the ship’s hull
and the vessel drifted to safety. Newton took this as a sign from the Almighty and marked it as his
conversion to Christianity. He did not radically change his ways at once.
It was not until 1788, 34 years after leaving the seas that he renounced his former slaving profession
by publishing a blazing pamphlet called ‘Thoughts Upon the Slave Trade’. The tract described the
horrific conditions on slave ships. Newton said, ‘It will always be a subject of humiliating reflection to
me, that I was once an active instrument in a business at which my heart now shudders’. The pamphlet
was so popular it was reprinted several times and sent to every member of Parliament. Under the
leadership of MP William Wilberforce, the English civil government outlawed slavery in Great Britain in
1807 and Newton lived to see it, dying in December of that year. The passage of the Slave Trade Act is
depicted in the 2006 film, also called Amazing Grace, starring Albert Finney as Newton and Ioan
Gruffud as Wilberforce.
In the good book the Apostle Paul receives a word from God that he would receive grace from above,
sufficient for the times being faced. Wherever and whatever Paul faced, he held a hope that heaven
provided sufficient grace, enough to get through the season of crisis.
This pandemic has shaken many of us, some have lost their jobs, been made redundant, others have
had their dreams shaken and created huge uncertainty, not to the savagery of Newton’s times, but I
am a believer that there is still enough grace for each of us, sufficient to get us through.
You are not alone; we are all in this together. This grace is amazing, billions of people have found the
help they have needed. It has been the anchor point to hold them fast in the storms of life, sufficient
to get you all the way through.
Don’t be alone, …doin’ life together, Cheers, Chaplain Mark Bateman. phone 0412 151 121
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How well do you know your Racing Circuits??

A little something for those of you with extra hours to while away during the current coronavirus restrictions.
There are 107 racing circuits in the image above - how many can you identify??
Whilst on the subject of circuits, what is the longest circuit ever used for a Formula 1 Grand Prix??
Answers in the next magazine!
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Photos from the Archives

Some of these are current and some
are past members - how many do you
recognise??
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2020 Calendar
6 February

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT AGM

15-16 February

Sandown

VSCRC Rd 1 [MGCC]

6-8 March

Phillip Island

Island Classic

12-15 March

Albert Park

F1 GP (not a VFT event)

Cancelled

20-22 March

Phillip Island

Aust Endurance Champs

Cancelled

28-29 March

Winton

VSCRC Rd 2 (Combined)

Cancelled

2 April

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

Cancelled

19 April

Sandown

Porsche 6 Hour

Cancelled

16-17 May

Phillip Island

VSCRC Rd 3 [PIARC]

Cancelled

4 June

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

Cancelled

25-26 July

Sandown

VSCRC Rd 4 [ASSA]

TBC

1-2 August

Winton

Festival of Speed

1-2 August

Phillip Island

August Access

6 August

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

8-9 August

Phillip Island

Vic 6 Hour Relay

14-16 August

Phillip Island

AGT Championship

21-23 August

Phillip Island

Shannons Nationals

5-6 September

Phillip Island

Formula Vee Nationals

11-13 September

Sandown

Shannons Nationals

26-27 September

Phillip Island

VSCRC Rd 5 [VMCI]

1 October

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

17-18 October

Winton

AROCA 12 Hour Relay

6-8 November

Sandown

Sandown Historics

20-22 November

Sandown

Penrite Oil Super400

28–29 November

Phillip Island

Island Magic

3 December

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

Expressions of interest to attend any events must be conveyed to the Chief Flagmarshal via any of the
following 4 ways:
• The VFT Club Phone: 03 8796 5321
• The VFT Club Mobile: 0409 823 657
• Email: chief@vicflag.org.au
• In person, trackside or at club meetings
Please DO NOT use Social Media for expressions of interest!
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