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Reminder – Annual General Meeting –
Thursday 6 February 2020
Don’t forget to come along to the Annual General Meeting and support the club – details as follows:
• MG Car Club rooms
Unit 53 & 54
Eastern Business Centre
41-49 Norcal Road
Nunawading
• Meeting: 8:00pm
•
•

preceded by:
BBQ: 6:30pm - Come along and have a beer on us!
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A Word or Two
2019 - a challenging year, with more and more requests for our
services. The year was also satisfying with a good number of
new officials joining our club. We welcome them and hope
their stay with us is long and enjoyable.
Our Committee worked well together, sometimes under trying circumstances, and I would like
to thank them all for their work in endeavouring to keep the club on an even keel.
2019 was also a year of sadness, with the passing of three of our members - Ron Rayner, Reg
Gardner and Richard van Herrikhuyzen, all of whom contributed greatly to our club over the
years as valued flagmarshals and will be missed.
Another challenge the Committee faced was the retirement of our longstanding Secretary,
Eric Rigg, a tribute to whom appeared in our November magazine.
As I write this letter a huge number of volunteers are risking their lives battling horrendous
bushfires all over Australia. On a personal note our son-in-law, as a member of the CFA, is at
the fire front in Gippsland, as I am sure other fathers, mothers, sons and daughters and
indeed all manner of family members are, endeavouring to control the seemingly
uncontrollable in countless areas of our country. I am sure you will all join me in thinking of
the families who have lost loved ones as a result of this holocaust. We should be thankful that
we live in the most wonderful country in the world, but at times like this it comes at a terrible
cost. Our hearts go out to those who have lost properties and their cherished possessions.
Finally, I would like to thank you all most sincerely for your attendance and diligence in 2019.

Blessed are the volunteers
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and prosperous new year as we
look forward to the year 2020, in the spirit of friendship and companionship.
Kind regards to you all
Roger Chirnside
President
Victorian Flagmarshalling Team, Inc.
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2020 VFT Committee Election –
A message from your Returning Officer

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,
When nominations closed on the 31st of December the following nominations had been
received:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Grade 3 Representative
Grade 4/5 Representative

Roger Chirnside
Mark Thompson
David Thornbury
John Pollard
Zoe Butteriss
Tim Oh

Having only received a single nomination for each committee position, the above nominees
will be elected unopposed at our AGM on the 6th of February.
As all the positions will be filled, there will be no need to call for expressions of interest for
vacancies.
May I remind all members that there are a number of positions in our club that are appointed
by the new committee.
If you feel you can help in training, induction, merchandise or some other role, come along to
the AGM and offer your help.
Looking forward to seeing you all.
Regards
Paul Freeman
Returning Officer
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Vice President Report
Well it’s been a big 2019 for us all, both on a personal and
officiating point of view and it looks like 2020 is shaping up to be
pretty much the same. I trust everyone has had a safe and
prosperous festive season and has enjoyed the break if lucky
enough to have one.
Having said that, I hope that all members will give a thought for those less fortunate and to
think of our members that are perhaps incapacitated or suffering an illness that may prevent
them from coming trackside - a phone call or a quick chat is always welcomed by those in
need. I’m sure you will agree the number of friends, family and acquaintances that have been
struck with illness is on the rise, so please do your best to keep fit and well for 2020.
Well enough of reality and onto the fun stuff. Our calendar is shaping up to be a real winner
for 2020 and promises to give plenty of opportunities to all members to work trackside at
Phillip Island, Sandown & Winton. I encourage everyone to consider getting your name on the
list with the Chiefs to ensure you have a place. With the changes in Supercars regulations &
budgets together with the new TCR’s and the inclusion and additional GT Sportscar events will
make for some exciting officiating ahead and to be up close and personal with some of the
finest racing cars in the world.
I would also like to encourage everyone to keep an eye out for potential new members, we
welcome them to come along and give our craft a try trackside.
I also take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and encouragement over the past
year and look forward to more of your ideas and suggestions to keep the club proactive in its
endeavours and one of the most revered club teams in Motorsport.
See you all trackside soon.
Mark
Mark D Thompson
Vice President
0409 342 341
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Flag One Reporting
Hi all and welcome to another flag one report.
What a big year in motor sport and for the VFT it has been. By
the time you have read this, Xmas and New Year will be done and
dusted. It's time to empty your race bag and sort it out for the
next season.
I would like to thank some of our team: Jason Carroll and Dave Thornbury for their work as
Assistant Chiefs over the past year, also the committee for the work they do, a lot unseen.
I will leave the best till last: the members - without you guys and girls we have nothing so to
all of you THANK YOU for what you bring to our club.
It all starts again 15-16 Feb - Sandown VSCRC Round 1
Then 6-8 March - Phillip Island Classic
As for this last year, it will be another big one with lots of things to do on and off track and I
will be standing for the role as your Chief Flag in 2020.
The new BFR Board was introduced late in the year with a lot of positive comments about it.
My aim is to try and give us the best equipment we can, the problem is you cannot buy this
stuff, you have to build it, that's the way it is.
Until next time
William Gaff
Chief Flagmarshal
chief@vicflag.org.au
0418 127 835
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Assistant Chief Report
Hi all,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members for their
support in 2019. With 2019 being a year of change in the trackside
leadership, being Will’s first year as Chief Flag and mine and David’s
first as Assistant Chief Flag, I believe we had a fantastic year. To our members who attend most
meetings and are there when we are short on numbers and are 1 up with a Flag in one hand, broom in
the other and a comms set on your head, YOU ARE LEGENDS, and without your support we wouldn’t
have a club. Let’s hope that in 2020 we can encourage more of our members to come out and help
out.
2020 is shaping up to be much like 2019 with the only change being the loss of the Supercars round at
Phillip Island. Let’s hope that this is only a temporary thing and they bring it back soon. But with the
loss of that event we gain a new event at Phillip Island in the GT Sportscar festival.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Eric Rigg for his efforts over many years on the
committee as Secretary. He has been a stalwart of our club and I wish him all the best in the future.
All the Best
Jason Carroll
Assistant Chief Flagmarshal

Reminder - Chief’s BBQ 18 January 2020
Once Christmas and New Year are over and before everyone heads back into the hurly burly of race
meetings, attendance at the Chief’s BBQ is a must event – and will be held on Saturday 18 January
2020.
This purely social event is a great opportunity for new members and families to come along and enjoy
the evening. Most past years we have been very lucky with the weather and with the backyard
floodlight, with a motor racing theme, it has always a very convivial occasion.
For the benefit of newcomers that we hope will be coming, the format is very simple. The Club will be
supplying beer, wine, soft drink and water, as well as delicious salads and desserts.
All you have to bring along is something to cook on the BBQ, and a chair, preferably to sit on.
Sign-on is at 6:00pm and chequered flag is when the last one leaves!
Location is ‘Brooklands’, 46 Dorrigo Drive, Boronia (Melways Ref 65 D5 for those who still use a
map!!) – the home of Roger and Joy Chirnside
Everyone, including well behaved children, are cordially invited – the more the merrier!
Roger & Joy Chirnside
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Grade 3/3A Report
Hi Everyone
Wow, 2019 has just flown by! Thank you very much to everyone
who has supported me as a new member to the Committee last
year. I thoroughly enjoyed my time on the VFT Committee,
serving all of you (our valued members) and trying to make a
contribution to our club in whatever way I could. My experience on the committee really
opened my eyes to a different perspective of our club and helped me better understand what
things go on within the VFT.
As well as being the Grade 3 Rep, I also once again undertook the role of Induction
Co-ordinator, which I really enjoy doing, getting to make new friends and helping them on
their journey to becoming a member of the VFT. Doing the whole end-to-process of bringing
new people to our club is a role I enjoy, watching people start as a newbie and slowly find
their feet, has given me great satisfaction that I'm doing my little part to make a contribution
back to the VFT. And I also enjoyed getting around to talking to our Grade 3 members,
catching up with them and seeing if there was anything I could do for them.
Therefore, I have decided to put my name forward again to run as a Grade Representative. If I
get re-elected, I hope I can continue to serve all our members once again in 2020.
I hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and a Happy New Year! And I hope to catch up with all
of you soon!
Cheers
Tim Oh
Grade 3 Rep
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Training Officer's Report
Greetings everyone, and Happy New Year. Welcome to the
future. Fortunately, we don’t have flying cars yet, but give it a
few years and I’m sure we will.
We hope you have had a great Christmas break and have itchy
feet waiting for the 2020 season to commence. I know I have.
As my last article for the magazine prior to the 2020 committee elections, I would like to
thank the current standing committee for appointing me to the role for 2019. I had been on
the training committee for several years prior and accepted the lead role after the fabulous
Mark Thompson needed to stand down for his new role as vice president. I would like to
personally thank Mark for showing me the ropes over the last few years. I’ve tried to keep up
the high standard of training that you set out, and as a result, have given the VFT such a great
reputation.
Will Gaff is another person that I need to thank. Thanks Will. Your organisational skills are
second to none, and your passion for the club is inspirational. As I am unable to dedicate the
time to the race meets like you can, you have organised many training opportunities that I
could not. So, thanks again.
And lastly, Tim Oh. Thanks Tim for your input during the year and picking up the pieces in
relation to inductee’s. You have done an exemplary job in 2019.
What’s ahead for 2020? Well, should the committee appoint me as Training Officer in 2020
pretty much the same as 2019. Though as I now have a better grasp of the way things work, I
would hope I can provide a more thorough and streamlined upgrade process and induction
training regime.
As the 2020 AGM/ARAP is fast approaching, I urge you all to attend and to cast your vote.
Attending is also a great way to catch up with everyone for a chat in the off season: see what
goodies Santa delivered.
So, thank you to everyone in the 2020 committee for your comradery and mateship: Roger,
Mark, Eric, Will, David, John, Jason, Zoe and Tim.

GOOD TRAINING IS PRICELESS
Lailah Gifty Akita
Until next time,
Rocky
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Volunteering at Race Meetings
Monday 23rd September, I looked at my calendar and realised we had a complete weekend off coming
up. WOOHOO! This was short lived when I turned on my computer to see that VFT (Victorian Flag
Marshalling Team) needed helpers for the VMCI State Round at Philip Island - due to the Grand Final
and it being a long weekend, they were short on flag marshals. A quick chat to Graeme and we decided
that we will put our hands up and help.
Thursday night we went to the VMCI (Victorian Mini Club Inc) members meeting and they also
mentioned that they were desperately short of officials for the weekend. Out came my phone and I
sent approximately 50 messages out to our members and officials asking for help, at very short notice.
Before the meeting had finished, I managed to get 6 accept and by Friday morning I had close to 20 of
our wonderful members giving up their long weekend to help. I am very proud of them all for their
hard work and dedication on the day and this made life so much easier for the senior officials, to run
this brilliant race meeting.
To become a CAMS/Motorsport Australia official, all you need to do is go onto the CAMS/Motorsport
Australia web page and complete the General Official's application, which will take you approximately
20 minutes to complete. Then go to the Working with Children’s Check web page and fill that in and
Bob's your uncle, you are ready to start helping out at any race meeting. These applications do not
cost you anything but time - as we are a Not for Profit organisation, it all comes free.
There are a lot of people out there that love motorsport and it is as simple as the above to get up close
and personal to all the action. I currently hold a Bronze CAMS official licence in pretty much all areas
except scrutineering, and am waiting to be assessed for my Silver Upgrade, which will possibly take
close to 12 months to complete.
I started volunteering because of our involvement in motorsport and wanted to give back to the
officials who stand out in all conditions, so that my extended family can do the thing they love, RACE. I
get so much enjoyment out of knowing that I am a small cog in the large wheel that make these events
happen.
Even if you are a competitor, it is also important for you guys to step on the other side to just see what
it is we do, learn the fundamentals of officiating and you never know you might just have as much fun
as we do out there. Without officials, you guys cannot compete. There are days when you are not
racing - check what race meetings are on and see if you can help out too.
One of the big bonuses of being a CAMS/Motorsport Australia official is you can also volunteer at the
SuperCars and the F1 and you can’t get any closer than we are to all the action.
If you love motorsport or have a loved one who competes in motorsport, think about becoming an
CAMS/Motorsport Australia official and helping your club, other clubs and all the members who enjoy
getting out on the track to continue to do so.
If I can help anyone to become a CAMS/Motorsport Australia General Official, please do not hesitate
to give me a call on 0412 661 900 and I will be only too happy to assist.
Jo Mawson
Vice President/Events Co-Ordinator, BMW Drivers Club Melbourne &
Member of the VFT
(Editor's Note: Apologies to Jo for this article not appearing in the November magazine, but I only had access to
your email after the magazine had been sent out)
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Thank you

28th HISTORIC SANDOWN 25TH -27TH OCTOBER 2019
On behalf of the Organising Committee of the VHRR, who were responsible for promoting the meeting,
and the MG Car Club who handled the Operations, I have been asked to thank you for your
commitment to this massive event.
Over many months, the Organising Committees have put a lot of time and effort into the promotion
and organisation of this event.
However, it is the members of the MG Car Club, Victorian Historic Racing Register, Team Medical,
PIARC Recovery Team, WAP Motorsport, Victorian Flag Marshalling Team, Victorian Fire & Rescue,
Melbourne University Timing, Victorian Scrutineer Panel, Marshalling and the Renault Car Club who
should be congratulated for the conduct of the meeting over the three days.
As the years progress it is increasingly difficult to fill all the volunteer positions even with an influx of
new helpers.
Consequently, it would be appreciated if you could act as a recruitment officer when talking with
friends and colleagues to encourage them to join you in a memorable weekend. The weather was sent
to try us yet again, as did several incidents, one of which proved that all the protocols put in place
worked seamlessly. Those involved worked professionally with a very positive outcome for the
competitor.
If you are a newcomer, then special thanks to you and we look forward to your future involvement.
Because many of you are away from the public address system, you need to be aware how much
drivers acknowledge and appreciate your contribution when they say a few words at trophy
presentations.
For 2020, please note the following dates for involvement, particularly for MG Car Club members:
VICTORIAN STATE CIRCUIT RACING CHAMPIONSHIP SANDOWN 15TH – 16TH FEBRUARY
VHRR 29TH HISTORIC SANDOWN 6th – 8th NOVEMBER (Note back to old date)
Better Impact will be in touch shortly calling for officials for the first events of 2020 and then others
progressively during the year which we hope everyone will support.
Regards
Wayne Rushton.
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Presentations

John Grist receiving his 10 year Service Award

Ian Hogan receiving his 3A upgrade

Members of the
Month:
October Joy Chirnside
November Lloyd Owen

From the Editor
Many thanks to all contributors to this magazine. It is always good to see
additional contributors and this month is no exception.
I understand that in the past a list may have been held by the previous Secretary of those members NOT
wishing to receive a hard copy magazine in the mail. If you were on this list, which I am not privy to, and
you have received this month's magazine as an unwanted hard copy, please let me know by text or email
and I will create a new list before the March magazine is printed. Many thanks. (This has nothing to do
with the discussion of whether the magazine becomes mostly electronic in the future)
Please note articles for the March edition are due 24th February - magazine@vicflag.org.au - Joy
Chirnside.
Photos in this magazine appear courtesy of Revved Photography, Mark Thompson and David Thornbury
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Merchandise
2019 Merchandise Officer – Jason Carroll
In 2019 the most popular items sold were the hoodies and hats.
We also introduced EFTPOS facilities in 2019 with our Square
device. This has been a great addition to our payment methods
and is our preferred method of payment as it makes it a lot easier on us, so we don’t have to
keep going to the bank.
I’m looking at stepping back from the Merchandise side of things this year. I’m not sure yet if
it will be completely or finding someone to help me with the trackside sales. So, if anybody’s
interested in taking the Merch over completely please get your expression of interest in to the
Secretary. If you are interested in helping me by looking after the Merch at events and you
attend a lot of events then please contact me and have a chat about it.
To order merchandising you can see Jason at the track or
Email: merchandise@vicflag.org.au or Mob: 0422 314 223
For overalls and jackets allow 4-6 weeks as these are not stock items.
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Member Profile

MEMBER PROFILE
NAME: Lloyd Owen
AGE: 62, until next month.
MEMBER SINCE: 2007
CURRENT GRADE: Grade 1
th
OCCUPATION: Retired on the 20 of December last year!!!! (I was a
storeman/forklift driver)
th
MARITAL STATUS: married to Helen, celebrating our 40 wedding
anniversary in November this year.
KIDS: 2 girls, Meaghan and Cathryn, both have flown the coop, so we
are now empty nesters.
FIRST CAR: Ford XA Falcon panel van, with a fully worked 302, top
loader 4 speed manual, 9-inch rear end. It got me into a bit of trouble
a few times
CURRENTCAR: F.G. Mk 2 xr6 falcon.
CAR YOU WOULD DRIVE GIVEN ANY CHOICE: Lamborghini (any
model)
RACING HERO: Nigel Mansell
FAVOURITE RACING TEAM/CATEGORY: DJR Team Penske
HOBBIES or FAVOURITE PASTIME WHEN NOT AT THE TRACK:
Usually when I am not at the track, I go and watch the soccer team I
used to play for when I was a bit younger. The older I get, the better I
was….
WHY JOIN THE VFT: I was looking for something to do when I
became no longer involved with the soccer team.
FAVOURITE FOOD: A good curry always goes down well.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO COOK? Anything I don’t burn.
FAVOURITE DRINK/S: I enjoy the occasional ice-cold beer or 2
FAVOURITE FILM: Blackhawk Down
FAVOURITE CAR MOVIE: Senna.
WHO WOULD YOU INVITE TO DINNER? Nigel Mansell, my wife
Helen, (how could I not?) Dick Johnson, Emelia Clark, Cristiano
Ronaldo
FAVOURITE RACE MEETING TO ATTEND: Island Magic. It was the first
race meeting I ever attended, so I have a bit of a soft spot for it.
FAVOURITE QUOTE “The only thing you get from looking back is a
sore neck”
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In action (or inaction) at:
Island Magic - Phillip Island
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VFT Christmas Party at George and Pat Hetrel’s
As always, a great time was had by all
who attended the VFT Christmas Party at
Como Gardens in The Basin, home of our
Patron, George Hetrel, and his wife Pat,
although this year there were a
disappointingly low number of people
attending. It was a beautiful day, Santa
made an appearance, and, as always, the
delightful nibbles cooked up by Pat were
very much appreciated.

Unfortunately, George himself was in hospital, following recent very serious surgery, so we
wish him a speedy recovery, as well as wishing both George and Pat all the very best for 2020,
with hopefully less worrying health issues.
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Once again, we thank George and Pat very much for their generosity in making their beautiful
property available to us for our Christmas party. We are indeed very fortunate.
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4 Axioms to help through the
diversity of opinions: …you’ll love this!
DEFINITION: Axiom, a universally accepted principle or rule, (proverb) to live by.

Australia is going through a horrific season of bushfires and many have used
this as an opportunity to speak out their opinions. Sadly, our country has
lost the skill of debating and discussing issues for the betterment of our
nation and instead, slander and name call those of a different opinion. This
is juicy material for media and social media outlets which compounds the
distraction from truth and moves people further away from proven axioms.
I see this happening on many levels from politics, all the way to families and friends. This is a destructive,
damaging pathway which isolates individuals from relational, valuable friendships. Here are a few axioms that I
live my life by because friendship is far more satisfying and rewarding than an opinion or cause.
1) Understanding over Arrogance
It’s a good idea to admit upfront that none of us have all the answers. There is usually more than one way to
accomplish the mission. That’s what makes this so complicated. You’ll discover that the larger your group of
friends gets, not everyone will fully agree on every issue. The best way to move in complex waters is to have a
genuine conversation rather than combative confrontation. Nothing is gained by drawing a hard line in the sand.
Seeking to understand will strengthen your wisdom, discernment, and subsequent action towards a positive
outcome.
2) Unity over Division
Unity does not suggest a compromise of values or truth. Still, it does include a willingness to surrender our
opinion rights for the good of friendship and how we best serve others together.
Bluntly stated, we don’t have to get our way to find the way. But it does require a unity of heart and strategy.
Unity within is highly attractive and inviting to those outside.
3) Love over Pride
Love and pride contradict each other. I’ve been guilty of pride over love. Under pressure and out of time I have
lost patience or blown up and declared my decision on a matter. Fortunately, that’s rare for me, but it’s never a
good choice. Love takes a longer and more patient route. Love values people and their perspective. As friends,
we have a responsibility to know what we believe is right, but how we go about it matters. If you ever feel love
losing and pride winning, it’s time to stop and regroup. There is a better approach.
4) Focussed over Scattered
In the same way that no one person can do every task, no one individual can or should embrace every issue. You
can’t win every battle, make every wrong right, solve every problem, or make everyone happy. But we are all
responsible for doing something. That something is to focus on and value true mateship. This is the gutsy part of
living — making decisions and taking right action.
Our Diggers got off their high horse of being opinionated and focussed on looking after each other. The
comradery that focussed on the issues at hand and the team’s success still produces that warm fuzzy feeling of
rich satisfaction decades later.
These Diggers saved our country from an evil invasion. But, I’m very troubled that this modern trojan-horse style
of divisive opinion invading our country, will do much harm and destruction. So, this is a call to value friendships
over opinions. 2020 needs a modern-day soldier to stand and value the axioms that hold us together, succeeding
together.
To you and yours, HAPPY NEW YEAR and God’s very best for 2020.
I love doin’ life together.
Regards,
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Chaplain Mark Bateman

0412 151 121

VFT Minutes of December 2019 General Meeting
General Meeting Minutes
5 December 2019, 8:00pm
MG Car Club
53/41-49 Norcal Rd, Nunawading
Members Present: 26 Members
Apologies: Meg Boers, Warren Gordon, Wayne Butteriss, Karen Legg, Paul Meade, Greg
Hardy, Margaret Hardy and Country and Interstate Members.
Minutes from the previous General meeting (3 October 2019):
Moved: Doug Salan, seconded: Zoe Butteriss, that the minutes be accepted. Carried.
Matters Arising:
0.1
John Clarke queries the outcome of item 15.3 of October 2019 minutes. Joy Chirnside
advises she has responded to Kevin and left it with him to escalate if he wishes. Kevin
Watson notes his disappointment that the letter was in the possession of 2 committee
members for over 12 months without action.
0.2
John Clarke refers to item 5.3 of October 2019 minutes and asks if the clubs emails are
now working. Will Gaff advises that he hopes for a resolution in the next few weeks.
0.3
Mario Pacifici queries the resolution of bi-monthly vs. year to date treasurer’s reports.
John Pollard advises he will continue to present a YTD report, as supported by the
committee, and provide a bi-monthly version to Mario.
0.4
John Grist refers to item 7.2 of October 2019 minutes and states it should be up to the
Training Committee to bring members up to standard, where it is not met during an
assessment.
Reports:
1
President:
1.1
Roger Chirnside acknowledges the passing of Reg Gardner. Notice posted on
Facebook. John Grist notes that Facebook is not a formal means of communication.
2

Vice President:

2.1

Thanks to the MG Car Club for their hospitality.

2.2

Thanks to Eric Rigg for his hard work on the committee over the years.

2.3

Membership is strong. Thanks to Tim Oh for his work on Induction.

2.4

Hope that everyone has a good Christmas and New Year.
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3
3.1
3.2
3.3

Secretary:
Hoping to send 2020 Membership invoices shortly.
2020 Calendar currently being worked through.
John Clarke notes that David Thornbury is currently filling two of the committee
positions, and that a general member could have been added to the committee to fill
one of these.

4
4.1
4.2

Treasurer:
As per report.
Payments to be passed:
• Will Gaff
$733.12
Reimbursement (Trophies)
Moved: Doug Salan, seconded: Trevor Franks that payments are passed. Carried.
Mario Pacifici queries what Flexibuzz is. John Pollard advises it is a mobile App.
2020 Memberships can be accepted via Cash, Square or Direct Credit.
John Clarke notes that in other clubs, the Treasurers report would be moved by the
Treasurer.

4.3
4.4
4.5
5
5.1

5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5

Chief Flag Marshal:
Completed Events
• Historic Sandown. Big incident at Turn 6. No officials injured. Welfare checks
were made on those present. Thanks to David Thornbury and Lloyd Owen for their
support. Flagpoint moved due to catch fence damage. Will be rebuilt at traditional
location. It was interesting to see the major incident systems and procedures in
practice. Thanks to the MG Car Club for their handling of the situation.
• Sandown 500. Thanks to David Thornbury and Lloyd Owen for their support. 4
Members participated in the walkaround. Huge numbers over the 3 days,
including 19 from interstate. Another big incident, at Turn 9. Positive feedback
from visitor Deb Squires. Colin Smith happy with our performance. Two members
temporarily stood down to attend the medical centre, but returned to duties
within an hour.
• Island Magic. David Thornbury was Chief. Entries were down on previous years.
Thanks to the club for providing breakfast to the members. Geoff Bull happy.
Three months off now. Enjoy your Christmas and New Year, but don’t eat or drink too
much.
Thanks to Jason Carroll and David Thornbury for their support over the year.
Doug Salan notes his appreciation for the support received after the incident at
Historic Sandown
John Clarke queries if discussions have been held with Mike Holloway. Will Gaff
advises not as yet, but it has not been forgotten.

6
6.1

Asst. Chief Flag Marshal:
Nothing to report.

7
7.1
7.2

Training Officer:
9 Trainees at Sandown 500.
6 Trainees at Island Magic.
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8
8.1
8.2
8.3

CAMS Rep:
Grand Prix EOI’s now closed
CAMS/Motorsport Australia have now moved to their new premises at 275 Canterbury
Rd, Canterbury.
The Shannon’s Nationals will be on Channel 7 in 2020.

9
9.1

Grade 3 Rep:
Lots of Grade 3/3As at the Sandown 500

10
10.1
10.2

Grade 4/5 Rep:
Zoe Butteriss acknowledges Patrick Harding for his attendance at all the General
Meetings.
Zoe thanks the committee for their support during a difficult year.

11
11.1

Induction:
One brand new trainee at Island Magic.

12
12.1

Promotions:
Tim Oh advises that Luke Hingeley, David Thornbury and himself attended the Erebus
open day. A good number of brochures were handed out, and one individual was very
keen to get involved.

13
13.1
13.2

Merchandise:
Thanks to Tanya Salan for covering the role while away.
If anyone is interested in taking on the role in 2020, please get in touch.

14
14.1
14.2

Magazine:
Delays in sending the magazine are due to a process gap.
28 December is the cut-off for the January edition.

Reports: Moved Matt Hardy, Seconded Paul Freeman that reports are accepted. Carried
15
15.1
15.2
15.3
15.4

General Business:
Roger Chirnside reminds members of the Christmas party this Sunday at The Basin, and
the Chief’s BBQ at his home on 18 January.
John Grist’s suggests that those travelling to Vietnam for the Grand Prix may like to
connect to discuss travel arrangements etc.
Will Gaff advises that VSCRC1 and the Island Classic are now on Better Impact.
Mark Thompson presents the October member of the month to Joy Chirnside.

Meeting Closed: 9:37pm
Next Meeting: 8pm 6 February 2020 at MG Car Club
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VFT Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting
Annual General Meeting Minutes
19 January 2019, 7:30pm
Brooklands
46 Dorrigo Drive, Boronia 3155
Members Present: 38 Members.
Apologies: Steve Terrell, Brian Mackey, Karen Legg, John Mulholland, Trish Storey, John Pollard and country,
interstate and international members.
Roger Chirnside welcomed all attendees to the meeting. We have been lucky with the weather tonight.
Minutes from the previous Annual General meeting (8 February 2018): Moved: Paul Meade, seconded: Geoff
Kay that the minutes be accepted. Carried
Matters Arising:
Nil
Reports:
1
President:
1.1
Roger Chirnside gives thanks to the 2018 committee for a year that has had some challenges.
2
2.1

Vice President
Mark Thompson reminds members of the need to keep focusing on positivity. It is good to see
enthusiastic new members coming through, a number of which are here tonight.

3
3.1
3.2
3.3

Secretary:
Membership stands at 177 (114 paid, 63 pending).
1800 emails received during the year
47 new member enquiries have come though from Facebook Jobs, volunteer websites and the Club
website over the summer break. This is the first year we have kept online postings up over the summer.
Please be aware that the some mobile phone operating systems may have issues with the CAMS
website. They are currently developing a new mobile friendly website.
The club has been invited to the Victorian Hyundai Excel association end of year function. See the
magazine for details if you’d like to join.

3.4
3.5
4
4.1
4.2

Treasurer:
As per Treasurers reports.
The auditor’s report is still in progress due to the earlier scheduling of the AGM.

4.3

A net profit of nearly $1500 was recorded for the year. This is pleasing given there were a number of
initiatives to give back to the members during the year.
Payments to be passed:
• Telstra
$30.00
Mobile recharge
• Woolworths
$40.00
Ice – Xmas party
• R Chirnside
$383.81 Drinks – Xmas Party
• R Chirnside
$30.00
Gift Boxes – Patron’s Life membership
• Boost Up
$41.80
Embroidery
• Melb Trophy Centre
$528.60 2018 Trophies
• Telstra
$30.00
Mobile recharge

4.4
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•
•
•

Telstra
Auspost
Will Gaff

$30.00
Mobile recharge
$151.66 Magazine Postage
$379.50 Team Breakfast Island Magic

Moved: Michelle Clewett, seconded: Jason Carroll that payments are passed. Carried.
5
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4

6
6.1
6.2
6.3

Chief Flagmarshal:
The club completed 51 days trackside in 2018. Fridays continue to be a struggle. VFRS members
manning a flag point one Friday proves that we really are one big motorsport family.
Feedback received from Clarks of Course and Race Secretaries has been consistently positive.
Great numbers of new members have come through the induction process in 2018. We also assisted a
large number of drivers to do their 8 hours trackside.
Arthur advises he will not be standing for the role of Chief in 2019. It has been an honour and a
privilege to serve the club as Chief for the last 3 years.
Asst. Chief Flagmarshal:
Will Gaff gave thanks to everyone who came out trackside during the year, sometimes in rather trying
conditions.
Thanks to Arthur Cooksley for his mentoring.
Thanks to all the spouses and family who allow us all out to do what we love.

7
7.1
7.2

Training Officer:
Mark Thompson congratulates all those who were successful in being upgraded during 2018.
Mark highlights that us a club we need to make sure we are looking after all the new people who are
coming through to ensure they feel welcome.

8
8.1
8.2

CAMS Rep:
Jason Carroll advises that the date of the first State Council meeting is yet to be advised.
Jason reminds members that when submitting upgrades to CAMS, they should keep the originals and
send copies in case anything gets misplaced.

9
9.1

Grade 3 Rep:
Paul Meade advises he has decided not to stand for the Grade 3 Rep position and wishes good luck to
the successful candidate.

10
10.1
11.2

Grade 4/5 Rep:
Zoe Butteriss advises 21 Grade 4s volunteered 219 days, for an average of 10.5 days each.
39 Trainees are currently in the system from 2018 and working through their induction.

11
11.1

Induction:
Tim Oh advises since he took on the Co-ordinator role, 17 new trainees have entered the system. Most
of the new trainees found the club through postings on volunteer websites.
Thanks to Michelle, Glenn and Karen for their support and to Eric for organising all the paperwork.

11.2
12
12.1
12.2
12.3

13
13.1
13.2

Merchandise:
Jason Carroll advises the new club cap is available now.
Hoodies have not been progressing since the last General Meeting. Will move forward with this if reselected.
Roger notes that a flag audit has been completed with the help of Geoff Kay. A number of flags need
replacing.
Magazine:
Joy Chirnside advises the cut off for the March edition is 24 February.
Roger thanks the Editor for putting the magazine together.

Reports: Moved: Zoe Butteriss, Seconded: Tanya Salan that reports are accepted. Carried
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14
14.1
14.2
14.3
14.4
14.3
14.4
14.5

Award Presentations
Roger Chrinside spoke to the members about Noel Barr, Neil Thompson, and Barry Petersen, for whom
a number of the clubs awards honour.
Barry Petersen Flagmarshal of the Year – Presented to Douglas Salan
Noel Barr Club Person of the Year – Presented to Timothy Oh
Neil Thompson Memorial Award for Attendance – Presented to Geoff Kay
President’s Award – Presented to Paul Freeman
Stillwell Motor Group Encouragement Award – Presented to Peter Laurie
Patron’s Award – Presented to Luke Hingeley

Meeting is handed over to Paul Freeman, Returning Officer.
15
15.1
15.2

All Committee positions declared vacant.
Paul gave thanks to the 2018 Committee on behalf of the members.
Single nominations received for the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.
These positions are elected unopposed.

16
16.1
16.2

Grade 3/3A Rep Ballot
Tanya Salan and Tim Oh are the Candidates for the position of Grade 3/3A Rep.
Tim Oh is elected Grade 3/3A Rep by secret ballot

17
17.1
17.2

Grade 4/5 Rep Ballot
Tim Oh and Zoe Butteriss are the Candidates for the position of Grade 4/5 Rep.
Tim Oh withdraws his nomination for the position of Grade 4/5 Rep. Zoe Butteriss is elected
unopposed.

18
18.1
18.2
18.3
18.4
18.5
18.6

Committee Election Results
President – Roger Chirnside (Elected unopposed)
Vice President – Mark Thompson (Elected unopposed)
Secretary – Eric Rigg (Elected unopposed)
Treasurer – John Pollard (Elected unopposed)
Grade 3/3A Rep – Tim Oh (Elected by secret ballot)
Grade 4/5 Rep – Zoe Butteriss (Elected unopposed)

The Returning Officer hands the meeting to 2019 President Roger Chirnside
19
19.1
19.2

Incoming President Opening Remarks
Roger Chirnside gives thanks to Paul Freeman for his professional handling of the election process.
Roger gives thanks to the members and our supporters for everything they have done this year.

20
20.1

Ballot Papers
A motion is raised that the ballot paper be destroyed.
Moved: John McBain, seconded: Jason Carroll. Carrried

Meeting Closed: 9:00pm
Next Meeting: General Meeting, 8pm 4 April 2019 at the MG Car Club
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2020 Calendar
6 February

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT AGM

15-16 February

Sandown

VSCRC Rd 1 [MGCC]

6-8 March

Phillip Island

Island Classic

12-15 March

Albert Park

F1 GP (not a VFT event)

20-22 March

Phillip Island

Aust Endurance Champs

28-29 March

Winton

VSCRC Rd 2 (Combined)

2 April

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

19 April

Sandown

Porsche 6 Hour

16-17 May

Phillip Island

VSCRC Rd 3 [PIARC]

4 June

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

25-26 July

Sandown

VSCRC Rd 4 [ASSA]

1-2 August

Winton

Festival of Speed

1-2 August

Phillip Island

August Access

6 August

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

8-9 August

Phillip Island

Vic 6 Hour Relay

14-16 August

Phillip Island

AGT Championship

21-23 August

Phillip Island

Shannons Nationals

5-6 September

Phillip Island

Formula Vee Nationals

11-13 September

Sandown

Shannons Nationals

26-27 September

Phillip Island

VSCRC Rd 5 [VMCI]

1 October

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

17-18 October

Winton

AROCA 12 Hour Relay

6-8 November

Sandown

Sandown Historics

20-22 November

Sandown

Penrite Oil Super400

28–29 November

Phillip Island

Island Magic

3 December

MG Car Club Rooms

VFT General Meeting

Expressions of interest to attend any events must be conveyed to the Chief Flagmarshal via any of the
following 4 ways:
• The VFT Club Phone: 03 8796 5321
• The VFT Club Mobile: 0409 823 657
• Email: chief@vicflag.org.au
• In person, trackside or at club meetings
Please DO NOT use Social Media for expressions of interest!
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