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 The 2015 VFT Committee   

  President  
 Kevin Watson  

0432 986 866  
president@vicflag.org.au    

 Vice-President  
Roger Chirnside  

0458 058 917 
vicepresident@vicflag.org.au   

Secretary & Webmaster  
 Eric Rigg  

 0457 245 171  
secretary@vicflag.org.au  

  Treasurer  
 John Pollard  

0451 308 840  
treasurer@vicflag.org.au   

 Training Officer  
Mark Thompson  

 0409 324 341  
training@vicflag.org.au  

Chief Flagmarshal  
Terry OôCallaghan  

 0402 359 099  
chief@vicflag.org.au     

 Assistant Chief  
 Flagmarshal  
Arthur Cooksley  
 0406 036 714  

asstchief@vicflag.org.au    

  CAMS Rep, VFT  
 Promotions & Social  
Media Administrator  
 David Thornbury  

 0410 846 361  

  Grade 3 Rep  
 Jason Carroll  

0422 314 223  
grade3@vicflag.org.au     

Grade 4/5 Rep  
 Paul Meade  

 0425 882 387  
grade4@vicflag.org.au    

                 The 2015 VFT Training Committee   
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                The 2015 VFT Induction Team   

 Induction
  Team  
 Coordinator  
Zoe Buttress   

   

Lee Davis  Harold Dreher  Karen Legg  Ian Hogan  Paul Kelly  
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Ian Hogan ς Grade 3 badge 
Geoff Kay ς 5 year badge 

Sam Mc Coubrie ς Grade 3 badge Blake Neck ς Grade 4 
badge 

Paul Van Den Akker ς 25 years Hayden Carroll ς Grade 4 
badge 



 
 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Presidential Pit Stop  

 

Hello again.    

     Having just finished a period of five away weeks in a row, I would like to personally thank the 

other five members who attended all five meetings with me. Also the other eight who helped for 

four out of the five weekends was very much appreciated. I think this effort needs special 

appreciation for the time spent away from family and friends. I guess quite a few brownie points 

were used up. 

   By the time this gets to your mailbox, the Training Expo will be done and dusted so I would like 

to pay special appreciation to Mark for the huge amount of time and preparation he put in to 

making it happen. 

   I have had the chance lately to work with a great group of people and to see most of them step 

up to the challenges of a new experience, and not only exceed expectations, but also enjoy the 

experience. This is very encouraging for the future of the club. 

   While a lot of positives are there, we still need to move on from some of the negatives that are 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ {ǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǳǇΧΧ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΣ άǎǳŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎέΣ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ term 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

   Having now done one major national meeting under the new television package, fair warning to 

ŀƭƭ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿill show 

ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ /ƘƛŜŦ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ 

sitting down or any other reason we were seen on camera not doing what we should be. So 

something to look forward to for upcoming events. 

 Catch you all soon.  

    

   Cheers for now,  

  Kev Watson,   President. 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

      

    

 

WINTON V8õS 

Through the eyes of Rebecca Armstrong       
 
 
Clash time? Nooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo! 

Once again we are faced with one of those nasty clashes that makes us weigh up what track and event is calling us the 
most. The two in question is Victorian State Circuit Racing Championships at Sandown and the V8 Supercars Winton 
Supersprint at Winton... in case the name didn't give it away. So just like everyone else, I was in a position where I had 
to choose one or the other. Let me start off by saying that VSCRC Sandown round holds that special place in my heart 
because it was my first ever event trackside (yay you all survived a year with me ) and because I fell in love with a little 
category called Improved Production, so this decision was not taken lightly. Over and over again I thought about it, 
lots of umming and aaahing. Then like a call from the Gods, this little voice popped up in my head and it said "Bec, we 
are running out of dog food" and I was like "... Seriously mum?" and then it was like "Yes" so I was like "Okay, I will put 
my name down for Winton V8s". 

So this was my first event at Winton after many different occasions have forced me to cancel on prior events 
(assignments, exams, Katy Perry) so here I was popping my Winton virginity on a V8 Supercar event. After accidently 
pulling into the wrong guy's driveway, we arrived at the bunkhouse, welcomed by an eerie fog train that made me 
weep inside on how cold I was going to be on the weekend. One of the first things I was taught was the temperatures 
of each track where Winton is one of the coldest so there I was, staring at that fog, throwing on as many thermal 
layers that I could. Those thermal layers wouldn't really be an issue after expecting to get a t-shirt like every other 
event and not getting one so there I was without gear to wear so I spent my entire time in a nice ultra-warm VFT 
jacket that I couldn't take off even when it got hotter. PS. The new Officials V8 Supercar hats are awesome! 

After joining the rush for the bathroom and the kettle to fill up thermoses, we were ready for a day of fun and 
excitement! *start playing your favourite car chase-ee, blood pumping music right now to get you in the mood. I 
prefer something along the lines of Brian Tyler - Dom Vs. Brian* 

CARS EVERYWHERE! Wheeeeeeee! Skiiiiiiiiiiiiiiid! Wheeeeeeeeee! No stoppiiiiiiiiiiing! And that was stuff I didn't see. 
Heard about it but didn't really get to see much of it where I was at up at Flag Point 12. The most we had was contact, 
contact, bump, bump. They all just want some car hugs. Contact reports anyone? ANYONE!? By the time we finished 
up our two days, we had used up the last of the reports on our point and it wasn't one or two particular categories 
that wanted to get up close and personal, it was all of them. I mean it wasn't all day long, there were times where you 
wanted to know if you could create a big enough breathe to blow one car into the other just so you can break up the 
monotony by holding out a Safety Car board... oh speaking of which for all of the people flying off the track, very 
minimal use of the Safety Car. That was pretty awesome, however someone needs to talk to the Course Car because 
it's sounding a little grindy. 

Throughout the weekend I made new friends, there was the Pit Lane guy who waved the green flag to the Starter guy 
and the guys in the Medical car that followed the drivers around for the race start. I said hi to them and by the end of 
the second day, we were best buds, although they didn't really know I was talking to them or I wasn't cool enough to 
talk to. Either way, we shared moments that they aren't aware we shared. Also Flag Point 11, sometimes because we 
had to wave the Yellow for long periods of time while the Course Car just sat there, I was waving to you in a form of 
Morse code. I don't know what I said to you but I hope it wasn't offensive. 

¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ L ƳŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ WŀƳŜǎ aƻŦŦŀǘΧ ŦƻǊ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ I was on Green 
and spraying me with so many rocks. Thank you, the pins and needles at the impact points after being pelted by rocks 
felt awesome. Actually, I think I have all of the Dunlop Development Series and the V8 Supercars for helping me 
swallow so much dust and sand over the weekend that I have now become a human water filtration system. 

All joking aside (except for Moffat because seriously, rocks in the face hurt) it was a fantastic weekend, no one was 
hurt (except for my face with rocks, Moffat. I should get a drive of your car as r payment for pain and suffering), 
everyone walked away without dog food (sorry mum but I got chocolates... which I ate) and it was a very welcoming 
experience to Winton. The track is awesome, like there is two tracks like wuuuuuuuuuuut!, we got a dinner put on for 
us by the track guys which was super nice which had the surprise appearance by one giant sized Elmo and a penguin 
that was somehow slumming it instead of wearing a tuxedo like it should, he was wearing shorts instead. Next time, I 
want to sneak out to the track at night and go for a walk around, I bet that would be great. 

 

 

 
 



                                                                                                                     
30 Years and Still Going Strong 
 
For the benefit of members who may not be aware, and indeed those who may be, our club will attain the ripe 
old age of 30 next year. 
 
After a short and not uneventful gestation period, the Victorian Flagmarshaling Team was born in or around 
February 1986. To mark this auspicious occasion it is proposed that a suitable function be held to celebrate the 
birthday. A small sub-committee is to be formed, to work with the main committee, to arrive at a time and 
venue for this extravaganza.  
 
In view of our ever crowded race calendar, and in order to get the ball rolling, firstly we need to enlist the aid of, 
say, four people, who are willing to help (on the sub-committee) and offer constructive ideas etc. I will be 
canvassing members who would like to be part of this organizing group, or, anyone interested can contact me. 
 
There will be a considerable amount of planning to be done to ensure that the night is a success, enjoyable and 
that we do our great club proud at this milestone in our history. 
 
I look forward to working with all concerned. 
 
Roger Chirnside 
Vice President / Co-Founder VFT 
 
 

 

 



  

  

  

  

  

  

Flag One Reporting  

  

Completed meetings: 

April 18/19 ς VSCRC1 Phillip Island.  Arthur Cooksley, Chief of Meeting.  Kevin Watson, Assistant.  Our first 

state race meeting for 2015 saw quality fields for this event which was promoted by PIARC.  A number of 

ƴŜǿ ±C¢ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ±C¢Ωǎ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ƛƴŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  L 

have received numerous phone calls from newies thanking a number of members of the VFT of their 

professionalism in welcoming the newies to motorsport.  Hopefully, we can retain them for the long term 

benefit of the sport. 

aŀȅ мрκмсΦ  ²ƛƴǘƻƴ ±уΩǎ {ǳǇŜǊŎŀǊǎΦ  ό/ƭŀǎƘύ YŜǾƛƴ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  ²ŀrren Gordon/Jenny Cross, 

Assistants.  The VFT utilised flags only for this event.  With new management in place at Winton, and in 

consultation with senior VFT officials, the rationalisation of a number of flag points was implemented.  As 

usual, the VFT had their evening get together which was enjoyed by all. 

May 15/16.  Sandown VSCRC2. (Clash) Terry OΩCallaghan, Chief.  Lloyd Owen, Assistant.  We must all be 

congratulated with our manning levels at both venues for this weekend.  Some great racing at Sandown 

and also a dry weekend!  As usual, the state race series produced some challenges for trackside officials as 

well as race control, but happy to report that we all did well! 

May 22/23/24 ς Phillip Island Shannons.  Arthur Cooksley, Chief of Meeting. Kevin Watson, Assistant Chief.  

A number of drop outs occurred at this meeting leaving us with 9 marshals working one out on the Sunday.  

VFT also covered a number of communication points due to the shortage of PIARC communicators.  A great 

effort by all who attended and a job well done! 

May 30/31 ς Winton Historics.  Kevin Watson, Chief of Meeting. Jenny Cross, Assistant Chief.  This annual 

event is held on the short circuit at Winton.  This year the VFT was asked by the Austin 7 Club to also 

provide communicators.  Usually, the A7 Club supply their own, but due to a shortage of their trackside 

manpower, we assisted.   As usual, a great event! 

June 7 ς Winton COW.   Matt Cornford, Chief of Meeting. Kevin Watson, Assistant Chief.  This was a one day 

event.  Our numbers suffered due to the heavy schedule at this time of year.  Great reports back from 

various seniors on the performance of Matt ς congratulations on a job well done! 

June 13/14 ς Winton Shannons.  Kevin Watson, Chief of Meeting.  Paul Kelly, Assistant Chief. Numbers were 

good considering the heavy "workload" at this time of year. As usual some great racing was witnessed by 

those who attended this. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

July 4/5 Winton VMRC2.  Warren Gordon, Chief of meeting.  Assistant, TBA.  12 EOIs at this stage.  Would 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻǊŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŜƴƴȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

July 18/19 Sandown VSCRC3.  Arthur Cooksley, Chief of Meeting.  Kevin Watson, Assistant.  38 EOIs.  3 

CAMS Young Officials too.  This famous event, known as the Hot Dog round, is normally over-subscribed.  

Please get in early with your names as numbers may be limited. 



 August 1/2 Phillip Island 6 hr.  Chief TBA. Numbers currently stand at 26 for this popular event.  Capacity 

grid of over 50 cars has entered. 

September 11/12/13 Sandown 500. Terry OΩCallghan, Chief.  Arthur Cooksley/Kevin Watson Assistants.  The 

list for this event is now closed and Sandown has all contact details.  Information regarding sign-on times 

will be relayed to successful applicants. 

One area of concern is that in the last few weeks we have had a number of no-shows at events without 

being informed.  Please let me know if you have your name on the list and then find you cannot attend a 

meeting.  This information will then be passed onto the Chief of Meeting. 

If and when you receive a communication from any event organiser in reference to your attendance, it 

would be a great help to respond to both the event organiser and me. 

If you need to register or withdraw from an event, please use one of the following methods: 

Ring the Club mobile on:  0409 823 657 

OR 

Leave a message on the VFT answering service:  8796 5321 

OR 

Email chief@vicflag.org.au 

OR 

Add your name on the list at a prior event. 

PLEASE 5h bh¢ ¦{9 C!/9.hhYΩ{ t!D9 ¢h w9DL{¢9wκ²L¢I5w!² ¸h¦w Lb¢9w9{¢Φ 

Cheers, 

¢ŜǊǊȅ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴ 

Your Chief, Your Club 

0402 359 099 
 

 

 

 

 

New Members 
  

Welcome to our new members Phillip Muraca, Bertram Dana & Rebecca Thompson. We hope 
you are part of our club for many years. 
Please make them all feel welcome J 

  

mailto:chief@vicflag.org.au


  

  

  

        
  

  

   
                               CAMS, Promotions and Social Media Update             
   
 
CAMS  

  
My First State Council meeting since taking on the CAMS Representative role was in May. Given the 
broad range of disciplines and categories in attendance at these meetings, not everything discussed 
ƛǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ άŦƭŀƎƎƛŜǎέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪŜŀǿŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ   
  
Formula 4 - At the time of the meeting, the 20 car grid was 2/3-3/4 full.  Although ideally CAMS 
would like the grid to be full, the business model is not dependant on this.   
  
Our first chance to see this new category here in Victoria will be at the Sandown 500 in 
September. And after that, they will also run at the Phillip Island V8 Supercar meeting in 
November.   
  
Cameras on Helmets - ¢ƘŜ {ŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ DƻtǊƻΩǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
helmets.  Without going into the detail of the rules around this, we should not be seeing any helmet 
mƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ  So if you do happen to see one, please ensure it is reported so that 
appropriate action can be taken.   
  
Additionally, here are some of the updates from CAMS that have come through their website.   
  
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV)/Drones - UAVs/Drones are prohibited from all CAMS sanctioned 
events, unless they have provided their specific permission to be used.  So if you see one operating 
within the area of the circuit, ensure you report it so action can be taken.     
  
New Licence Cards - A new card style officials licence was introduced a couple of months 
ago.  Anyone who is joining CAMS for the first time, or renewing their licence in the future will be 
issued with the new card.  I recently had to renew my CAMS licence and found the process smooth 
and easy!   
  
For those renewing your licence soon, please note that you should continue to use your existing 
licence book to capture your activity.  Or if this is nearly full, request an activity book at the time of 
renewing.   
  
CAMS Annual Report - The 2014 CAMS Annual report is now available for download on the CAMS 
website.  Even if you are not interested in the financials, there is a lot of other information to help 
you see how CAMS performed over the last year.   
  
Just enteǊ ά!ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /!a{ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Promotions: 
  
We are currently discussing the possibility of a workshop tour of a prominent team active in a 
number of race categories.  This will be a great opportunity to get a behind the scenes look at how a 
race team operates, and see some racing machinery up close.  Dates etc. are still being worked on, 
but keep an eye on your email account for details once they are confirmed.   
 
 
The new initiative of promoting the club through online volunteer sites continues to see a healthy 
number of enquiries.  Thanks again to Zoe and the Induction team for their efforts to get them 
trackside.   
  
Our next major recruitment push will be the Sandown 500.  This is the event that we have 
traditionally had the best response in attracting new members from.  With the list closing so early 
this year, if anyone has missed out and is interested in coming along to help with our promotional 
activities please let me know.   
  
Social Media: 
  
Our ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ψ[ƛƪŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨCƻƭƭƻǿǎΩ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦ  As always, if 
anyone has any reports, news or photos to share, please send them through to 
socialmedia@vicflag.org.au so we can post them up.   
 
   
   
David Thornbury  
Cams, Promotions & Social Media   
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